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    The WHS Boys Soccer Team will 
take on Springfield Central in the 
district title game at 6 p.m. Thursday, 
Oct. 29, at Tiger Stadium. All 
individuals, including employees, must 
pay to attend the game. Admission is $4. 
    The Waynesville Football Team 
will take on the Battle Spartans at                 
7 p.m. Friday night at Battle, 7575 East 
Saint Charles Road, Columbia, Mo. 
Admission for the football game is $5 
for everyone 6 years and older.  This 
event is a MSHSAA district game. 
    Gates will open at 5:30 p.m.  
    Temperatures are expected to dip 
between 5 and 9 p.m. Friday.

    Dwight D. Eisenhower was 
president; the microchip was born, 
the Guggenheim Museum opened 
in New York, Fidel Castro declared 
his revolution a victory and came to 
the United States for a goodwill tour, 
“Rawhide” premiered, Hawaii became a 
state, “Some Like it Hot” debuted with 
Marilyn Monroe and Jack Lemmon, 
Antarctica was set aside as a nature 
reserve devoted to peace and science, 
the first color photograph of Earth 
was received from outerspace and 
the Waynesville R-VI School District 
opened what is today Waynesville 
Middle School. 
    The year was 1959. 
    A lot has changed around the 
world since then, but many parts of 
Waynesville Middle School remain 
much like they were when the building 
opened 56 years ago as a high school.
    “The time has arrived for us to take a 
serious look at the needs of our middle 
school now and for years to come,” 
says Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent. 
    The Waynesville R-VI Board 
of Education is leading efforts to 
determine what’s best for the facility’s 
future. In 2014, the board hired the 

architectural firm of Dickinson and 
Hussman to interview principals, 
teachers, citizens, staff and students and 
to make recommendations
    On Sept. 15, 2015, during a special 
board meeting, Dickinson Hussman 
presented the board with a four-phase 
renovation plan of the existing site that 
would preserve the newest additions/
upgrades to the school, including both 
gyms, but eventually over a period of 
several years and phases demolish the 
oldest parts of the structure.  
    During its regular meeting in 
September, the board voted to continue 
architectural research toward the 
tentative four-phase renovation plan.
     “We have not voted to do anything 
but study the possibilities. To be very 
clear, we have not voted to build or tear 
down anything at the middle school,” 
says Dr. LeRoy Fulmer, president of 
the Waynesville Board of Education.  
“We have reviewed several options and 
this four-phase renovation plan has the 
most traction right now. Before we go 
any further we want to determine if it 
is even feasible, given that much of the 
school’s property lies in a flood plain.”  

Board studies possible upgrades 
and remodel for middle school
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Last year as a junior, Caleb Rodriguez 
scored a school single-game record 
of seven soccer goals as the Tigers 
whipped the Vikings 10-1 in district 
semifinal action. He enjoyed it so 
much that this year as a senior he 
scored seven more Tuesday night 
in this year’s 11-2 district semifinal 
romp at Tiger Stadium. The photo 
above was taken during Senior Night 
at the Ozark Boys game.  Photo by 
Mollie Henry

Post-season 
action this week



Cheered on by 
their teammates, 
Waynesville High 
School’s senior 
boys soccer 
players were 
recognized on 
Oct. 20. They are 
Jacob Woodward, 
Caleb Rodriguez, 
Alberto Reyes, 
Robert Osborn, 
Michael O’Donnell, 
Hermano Coelho-
Carvalho and 
Hunter Ball. 

    Architect Don Hussman notes that 85 
percent of the site is encumbered by a 
flood plain and that the classroom phase 
(Phase 1) would need to be elevated 
several feet above the ground. Beyond 
modernizing the facility, the tentative 
plan would bring natural light in nearly 
all of the classrooms and put each team 
of teachers in close proximity to one 
another. 
    “This four-phase plan would result in 
improvements to address current issues 
with the building, as well as update and 
improve the environment for education 
in the building; however, we need to 
make sure it is feasible before we go 
any further,” Henry says. “What I like 
best about this four-phase option is 
that it allows us to continue educating 
students while the work is going on 
and it preserves what is best about the 
existing structure while doing away 
with the parts that have served their 
purpose. I would like to see our middle 
school students in better facilities.”

    Knowing that major work is needed 
at the middle school, the district 
has balances in its Fund 4 (capital 
improvements fund) toward the first 
phase of a middle school renovation 
project, says Dr. Chris Berger, assistant 
superintendent of operational services. 
    “The civil engineering study, 
however, may reveal that the current 
site will not support this new structure 
or that we may be better off to move to 
another location, so everything is really 
still up in the air,” Henry says. “If the 
civil engineering study looks promising, 
then we will invite the public to review 
it and offer input. In the meantime, I 
want parents and patrons to know that 
we recognize there is a need to upgrade 
the middle school facilities and we are 
studying the issue. The board does not 
want to move too quickly because our 
facilities have to last a long time.” 
    If they last as long as the oldest parts 
of the exsiting structure, that means 
they could still be in use in the year 
2071.  
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The charts above show that 
Waynesville receives just 22 
percent of its funding from local 
sources, while the average for 
school districts in Missouri is 
56 percent. Dr. Brian Henry, 
superintendent, will provide more 
information about the district’s 
finances thoughout the upcoming 
months.



    Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent of the Waynesville 
R-VI School District, issued the following statement on 
Monday regarding remarks made by a few Camdenton 
fans to members of the Waynesville High School Marching 
Band on Friday, Oct. 23: 
    We are certainly disheartened by the situation that occurred 
during Friday night’s Waynesville versus Camdenton football 
game where several of our marching band students endured 
negative comments. We take these comments very seriously, 
and have been investigating the situation through interviews 
with our band members, as well as sharing these concerns 
with Camdenton School District officials. Through interviews, 
we have discovered that the comments came from an isolated, 
very small group of individuals as Waynesville band students 
were at attention and preparing to march onto the football 
field to perform. Waynesville students heard a variety of 
comments, including some that were insulting and demeaning. 
A few students have alleged the use of racial slurs. If further 
allegations arise, they will be investigated.
    Sportsmanship, respect for others and understanding the 
true reason for extra-curricular activities in public schools, 
which is to enhance the educational experience and build 
the confidence and leadership abilities of the participants, 
was lost in this extremely unfortunate incident. Shouting 
derogatory or disrespectful comments toward participants, 
faculty, administration, coaches, or anyone attempting to 
support young people and their school district has no place 
in extra-curricular activities and will not be tolerated in the 
Waynesville R-VI School District.
    Camdenton School officials have welcomed the information 
we have provided and are also interviewing students who 
were standing in the identified area of concern and will assess 
appropriate discipline in accordance with their district policy.  
This investigation is not complete at this time; however, 
Camdenton officials have assured us that it is a significant 
concern for their district and will be dealt with immediately.
    Many have reported adults engaging in similar behavior 
and we will do all we can to assist in the identification of 
these individuals. It is important to note that extra-curricular 
activities are a privilege – not a right for individuals – and 
attendance at these events is solely under the discretion of 
the school district. If individuals cannot adhere to the Ozark 
Conference Sportsmanship Creed and basic respect for others, 
they will not be allowed to remain at an event, or future 
events, regardless of their team affiliation.
    Our district is a high-performing and diverse school 
district that prepares students for success in a very diverse 
and rapidly changing world. We plan to use this incident as a 
tool for educating and creating a much better understanding 
of what high school activities are supposed to be about. 
Many of our students have indicated an understanding that 
this behavior came from a small group, not the majority, 
demonstrating their maturity and thoughtful approach to this 
difficult situation.

Superintendent issues 
statement following remarks

    The following Waynesville 
students have been named to the 
All-District and All-Conference 
Softball Teams:  

All-District and All Conference 
Infield 2nd Team: Emily Lucitt 

All-District Outfield 2nd Team 
and All-Conference 1st Team:  
Afatia Poinsette   

All-District Catchers 1st Team and All-Conference 2nd 
Team:  Morgan Loggins (pictured above at bat)  

All-District Utility 1st Team: Jordan Kane 

All-Conference Outfield Honorable Mention: 
    Briauna Nave 

All-Conference Utility Honorable Mention: 
    Macalah Danielsen

Second grade students at Thayer Elementary decorated 
pumpkins to resemble their favorite book character.

Softball players
announced



Wood Elementary hosted Make A Difference Day on Saturday, 
Oct.24.  Their PIE partners from the 169th Engineer Battalion 
showed up in round numbers to make a difference on the 
campus. They painted, worked outdoors and organized closet 
spaces. They were really excited and enjoyed their time at 
Wood. “Partnerships are valued and nurtured every chance 
we get at Wood,” says Dr. Antiqua Hunter, Wood’s principal.

    Waynesville Middle School Student Council members 
continue their upward climb.  After painting, decorating and 
bringing their “UP” float to life for the Homecoming parade, 
they placed first in the 7th-12th grade division.  
    Rather than resting on their laurels, the students started 
preparing for the MASC South-Central District Convention 
hosted by Cuba High School. WMDS students decided to 
run for the office of 2nd vice president for the 2016 South-
Central convention and created campaign posters and labeled 
campaign handouts.  
    Once again their hard work paid off and the Waynesville 
Middle School Student Council was voted the district’s 2nd 
vice president for the 2016 convention.  In that role, students 
will work with the new president school to come up for the 
activities and convention schedule for the convention.  
    Joshua Mize, the head student council advisor, creates 
lessons on the traits of good leaders, utilizes team builders, 
and teaches the council members how to set goals and stay 
responsible for meeting event deadlines. Nancy Swick serves 
as the assistant advisor.
    “I am very proud of the work the students have done this 
year so far and look forward to seeing what other goals they 
accomplish,” Swick says. 
 

Mike Armstrong, the head 
coach of Waynesville’s 
Boys Soccer Team, 
received the game 
ball from his 100th 
Waynesville boys soccer coaching victory. On Oct. 17, 
the Waynesville team defeated College Heights during the 
Thomas Whitefield Games at Rolla, Mo.  The win was 
Armstrong’s 100th coaching victory with the WHS boys 
varsity  program. Armstrong, who is in his eighth year of 
coaching the varsity boys, is the only soccer coach in WHS 
history, girls or boys, to reach the mark. Rolla Bulldogs 
high school soccer coach Mike Howard saved the 100th 
coaching victory game winning ball and Garrett Fels, a 
Rolla soccer player and Armstrong’s nephew, presented it 
to Armstrong.  

The Waynesville Career Center’s LPN students recently 
completed their Annual CPR for Health Care Providers class, 
which includes extensive training with infant models.   

Waynesville Middle School Student Council float on left 
and StuCo students participating in activities at the MASC 
South-Central District Convention. 

WMDS StuCo members 
continue upward climb

Armstrong 
reaches 
100 wins



The Waynesville R-VI School District’s Transportation Department celebrated National School Bus Safety Week with Director 
Karl Wilking setting up a lunch for all the employees and Mike Morrison serving as the cook. Transportation employees pose 
with the bus safety banner.

    The 7-8 grade LEAP members, along 
with the Waynesville Middle School, 
are sponsoring a toothpaste drive for 
Convoy of Hope. The toothpastes 
will be used in care packages for 
disaster victims. New, full size tubes 
of toothpaste may be dropped off at 
Waynesville Middle School between 
now and Nov. 12. 

As a kick off to the 2015-16 
Love of Reading promotion, 
Partridge Elementary art 
teacher, Sheryl Lamme, 
and school librarian, Jeanie 
Wade, worked collaboratively 
on a project with students in 
grades K-5.  Throughout the 
month of September students 
discussed their favorite 
books and the enjoyment 
reading brings to their lives. 
Using this inspiration, each 
student then created a 
poster to hang in the gallery 
space that both the art class 
and library share. These 
posters have initiated many 
conversations about reading.

On Oct. 16 the Partridge ELL 
classroom hosted Pastries with 
Parents.  Parents and students were 
invited to come share breakfast and 
show what they have been learning 
in class. There were four stations 
that students could take their parents 
to showcase what they have been 
learning in class. This time also 
allowed for parents to meet the 
teacher and one another. 

State Representative Steve Lynch 
and Cheryl Cawley, owner of Affinity 
Orthopedic, presented dictionaries to 
third graders at Partridge Elementary 
on behalf of the Rotary Club of Pulaski County.  Also joining them was fellow 
Rotarian Danny White, who is not pictured. The dictionaries were provided 
through the generosity of the Rotary Club, Drury University and Mercy Clinic.  

LEAP students 
collect toothpaste


